
My name is Fidelia Chan, I graduated from the University of Malaya (UM) in 2014 with a Bachelor of 

Performing Arts (Music). Prof Mike was my supervisor for my Final Year Project. He also lectured me 

in a few other classes.  

 

I went to Prof Michael when I was informed by UM lecturers that my intended project was 

impossible to be done within a short period of time. For a month and a half, we discussed on the 

feasibility of my research title. Prof Mike was very helpful in this aspect, suggested several methods 

of approach including the Tomatis method. Unlike the other lecturers, Prof Mike was able to see my 

passion in carrying out a project about the visually impaired. As I had limited knowledge of how to 

write a research paper at the time, he invested no little time in teaching me how to look for 

references from journals online. This was to ensure that I would be able to obtain relevant and 

updated information.  

  

When the semester begun, I had constant meetings with Prof Mike to develop the body of 

my paper. Based on the journals I found, he guided me on what could potentially be used for my 

research, suggesting ideas and helping me design the way my experiment should be run. Prof Mike 

also took the initiative to find places and people we could collaborate with to run the experiment for 

the project. He arranged meetings with the dean and deputy dean from the National University of 

Malaysia’s (UKM) Health science department, in the hope that we would be able to collaborate on 

the project. He was present at every meeting, constantly championing my project. When we were 

told much later on that the collaboration was not possible, Prof Mike spoke to the technicians and 

music department staff, so that I would be able to carry out my experiment in UM instead.  

 

During the second phase of my research, Prof Mike came up with a special class solely for 

the few of us who were doing our research under him. He used this opportunity to teach us the 

basics of the science of music. He taught us how to use programs such as Praat, which proved 

invaluable throughout the course of our research. During our weekly meetings, he would critique my 

methods on the running of my experiment. He also took the time to examine all the data I collected, 

pointing out errors and guiding me on how to correctly tabulate the considerable amount of data I 

had amassed. Throughout the course of my experiment, Prof Mike made sure that everything was 

running smoothly. Towards the end of my project, he would check my work constantly, ensuring that 

all my data were tabulated correctly and was well organized, resulting in ample data for analysis. It is 

no exaggeration to say that my research was only possible due to the tireless guidance of Prof Mike.  

 

Prof Mike also taught composition and the voice group ensemble. For composition, I learnt 

about serialism. He exposed us to a lot of composers’ works, both experimental and contemporary. 

Every week, we would be given a piece to listen to and comment on; we had to analyze the structure 

and elements used. This allowed us to think critically about each piece and later come up with ideas 

for our own composition work.  

 

I was also involved in the voice group under Prof Mike. Compared to other ensembles I 

previously attended, I enjoyed his ensemble group the most. Unlike most ensembles, Prof Mike 



specialized in contemporary choir. This was a particularly fascinating period as I had little exposure 

to contemporary choir prior to attending Prof Mike’s class. We explored various pieces including 

such interesting pieces as Nine Tas and Toto vaca. Each semester was different as he would select 

pieces based on the groups’ preference. The pieces got more and more challenging each semester, 

but I enjoyed his class as he would teach us how to use our hard pellet, soft pellet and vocal fry in 

order to develop different types of sounds using our voices. We had two outside performances, one 

which I was able to attend at Coffea Coffee in Bangsar. During other performances, which included 

the music showcase, our performance style would often vary, whereby we explored different 

formations or arrangement.  

 

Throughout my time at UM, Prof Mike proved to be a constant well of knowledge. Aside 

from benefitting from the core skills he taught such as vocal and musical theories, his valuable 

insights into sourcing for data as well as his infectious enthusiasm and passion will surely stand me in 

good stead throughout my journey in my Masters Degree and beyond. 

 

Needless to say, any institution fortunate enough to find him in their employ will most 

certainly reap the benefits of this multi-talented gem. 
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