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To whom it may concern 

 

Dear Sir/Madam,  

I am writing to share with you some of my experiences from the extra normal voice ensemble – 

Merle Noir that was established and under the guidance of Ass. Prof. Dr. Michael Edward 

Edgerton. 

From what started as an informal voice group that was opened to those who were interested in 

learning extended voice techniques, Merle Noir had developed into a recognised ensemble in the 

Music Department of the Cultural Centre in UM. As an ensemble, Merle Noir had attracted a wide 

group of adventures students who were interested in the unconventional. In the period of two years, 

Merle Noir had performed on different sorts of stages such as: the UM Experimental Theatre, 

Coffea Coffee, SEGI College Subang Jaya, and Toccata Studios.  

Merle Noir is not a typical conventional choir. The repertoires performed by the ensemble involve 

contemporary music written on visually unusual scores with unusual notations. As the music 

requires unusual singing methods, the members are taught on extra normal (extended) vocal 

techniques that are not found in any average choir (at least not in Malaysia). In this ensemble, the 

members are not only trained to work as a group (choir), but sometimes to work together as 

individuals especially on pieces where everyone plays a different part or pieces that require 

improvisation.    

The main goal of Merle Noir is simply to expose the public to a form of music that we believe they 

should know about. The ensemble has worked hard on making its music acceptable by the public 

and I personally consider our goal to be achieved as we have managed to attract a few loyal 

listeners of musical and non-musical background.  

Thank you. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

CHONG OOI MANNA  

(Post-graduate student of the Cultural Centre, University of Malaya – as at current date) 


