
 

 

September 1st 2013 I began my studies as a graduate student at the University of 

Malaya (UM). I am one of the Dr. Michael Edward Edgerton’s students. I attended 

the theory, analysis of structural music, studies on specific topics and composition 

class by Michael. I also joined the merle noir group. In this group, I join the third 

times performers. 

 I really learned a lot from Dr. Edgerton. Especially in his composition lesson 

and the merle noir group. We learned about contemporary composition and also 

performed contemporary music in the merle noir group. 

When I first joined the merle noir group I was very confused and had no idea 

what was going on, but day by day, I slowly began to understand, it became extremely 

interesting. A new world opened up to me. Whether it was baroque or classical music, 

or even pop, it was too old. That music was few decades, hundreds of years ago.  

I think if someone wants to compose, it is the same as creating a new thing, so 

we need to break the rules. Following the rules will simply force everyone to do the 

same thing. That is extremely worthless and boring. Contemporary music is the exact 

opposite of this worthless and boring way. Every industry has made great progress 

throughout history, but the progression of music is too slow. For young music 

students, we need new ideas, we need innovation. 

Dr. Michael Edward Edgerton is the best professor I have ever had. In Malaysia, 

I’m a foreign student and English is not my native language. Sometimes I do not 

understand what Dr. Edgerton is talking about during class, but he is always patient 

with me and always willing to explain what he is talking about. Sometimes I am too 

shy to speak up and ask questions during class, but he has taught me that there are no 

stupid questions, maybe my questions will be helpful to other students in the class.  

Breaking the rules, and using your imagination, these are extremely important to 

me now. This is Dr. Edgerton’s gift to me. It will always be very useful to me for the 

rest of my life. 
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