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To Whom It May Concern, 

REFERENCE FOR DR MICHAEL EDWARD EDGERTON 

I have known Dr. Edgerton since the start of my Masters study in 2011. I have 

completed a few of his classes with the first being a music analysis class. In this 

class, we covered formal concepts of common-practice music beginning with 

motives, phrases and leading to large-scale forms, such as sonata form, that were 

also applied to contemporary music. He opened my eyes in this area and showed 

a lot of potential researches that could be done. For my final project for this class, 

I completed an acoustical analysis on a contemporary music piece. This has 

helped me in preparing myself in the area of acoustical analysis of music.  

 

Being one of the original members of our contemporary music choir, Merle Noir, 

was a great experience for me. Dr. Edgerton has taught me to be brave and bold 

in doing something new and different. The performance of pieces that the group 

has done was certainly something unconventional especially in the Asian region. 

Contemporary music requires good musicianship plus great creativity for singers 

and players.  

 

Dr. Edgerton’s piece entitled “Yellow Room” contains a wide range of dynamics 

with smooth rhythmic changes that requires good coordination amongst 

performers. Although, according to him, it was originally composed for young 

children, it was not a simple piece for us. There were many other contemporary 

compositions we sang in our choir like Toto Vaca by Tristan Tzara (sung with 

different kinds of “bird” sounds created by human voices), ABC by Emmett 

Williams, and a sort of Chinese National Anthem sung by different sopranos with 

different types of singing, etc. By learning those pieces I learned to sing with 

extreme dynamic changes, how to listen across the ensemble to other choir 

members, how to be creative in a variety of ways, including improvisation and 

how to cooperate with your partners. Dr. Michael has also brought us to stage 



the performances what we have practiced, for example on the UM showcase, 

which was enthusiastically received! It brought us very good feedbacks. As some 

audiences commented that our performance was the best of all! Some audiences 

even come back to the next year UM showcase for our performances. Not only on 

the stage of UM, Merle Noir also performed in the coffee house in Bangsar Village, 

organized a concert at Segi College and more. As the only one contemporary 

choir in Malaysia or one of few in Asia, under Dr. Michael’s guide we have 

successfully introduced this unique music into our music society in Malaysia. As 

one of the most welcomed lecturer in Cultural Centre, Dr. Michael brought the 

students there a more energetic, creative and fresh music learning experience.  

 

Apart from attending his classes and performing under his contemporary voice 

group, I was also working on my Masters thesis study in the field of Vocology 

under his supervision. My experience of assisting him for six months in his study 

of the science of the glottal whistle (M4) has prepared me a lot in completing my 

thesis on a comparison of the singers formant in Chinese-Malaysian singers. He 

has helped me to connect with some of the experts in the field, and by personally 

arranging for me to sit in a speech therapy class offered by Universiti 

Kebangsaan Malaysia. As a result of interaction with prominent researchers Dr 

Juergen Neubauer and Dr Christian Herbst that Dr Edgerton brought to Malaysia, 

I am strongly considering pursuing further studies in vocology in Europe or the 

USA. 

 

I am very honored and thankful to have had Dr. Edgerton as my teacher and 

supervisor throughout my study in University of Malaya. He has contributed an 

enormous amount of afford in guiding me in the right path in my future career.  

 

Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Lei Qian 

leiqian55@yahoo.com 


